Scholarly Conversations
As a general rule, historians do not like looking at things that occurred within the past 25 years, so we are going to have to be much more flexible about finding secondary sources for our second research paper. I am going to send you to Academia.edu, a site where scholars (and others) can upload academic materials that range from syllabi and assignments to informal academic papers delivered at conferences to formal publications.
Step 1: Go to https://www.academia.edu/. Sign up for a free account.
Step 2: Search for sources on Academia.edu that can be used to answer our second class research question. Exactly what you are looking for will depend on how you are interpreting the question.
Step 3: Vet each source you find. Specifically, I want you to find pieces that are either:
· In an academic journal (please ask me if you're not sure it's a journal)
· Authored by individuals who are faculty members at institutions of higher education (again, ask me if you're not sure)
In this step, your goal is to find one thing that meets the criteria above and has a relationship to our research question.
Step 4: Import the article/essay you found in Step 3 into OneNote. Options: copy/paste; download a copy of the article/essay and Insert > File into OneNote (choose the Printout option); use the OneNote printer (if set up and you are using the desktop version of OneNote).
Step 5: Read your article. As you read, mark:
· Anything that looks like an argument to you
· Anything that looks like supporting evidence to you
· Anything that looks like part of a pre-existing conversation to you
· Anything that suggests current consensus to you
· Any idea that you think can help you answer our class research question
Step 6: Review the data you collected for Methodology #9 and ideas, scenes, or things that you remember from Mafia 3 within the context of your scholarly article. Does your data support the argument that was made in your scholarly article? Explain your answer in a paragraph of at least 250 words, using specific examples from the notes you took and what you remember from watching Mafia 3.
Step 7: Spend the last ten minutes of class reflecting on one of the following questions:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What are your current thoughts and/or feelings about how scholars communicate their ideas?
· What are your current thoughts and/or feelings about using pop culture entertainment as a primary source?
